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A long way from home and fumlly,
Williams is the model of perfecllon

By ALEX PODLOGAR
Herald Sports Editor

unter Cardone is already at the center of the mat, his fate all but decided.
A few feet away, Mike Williams 1s sauntering up, methodically adjusting his
head gear. Once that is in place, Williams stretches his legs and arches his back.
Like the slugger who steps out of the batter’s box to adjust and re- adjust his batting
gloves in between every pitch, Williams doesn’t dig in until he is good and ready.
Finally, he crouches into the starting position — and smiles. ‘
Thirty-one seconds later — or approximately the same amount of time it took him to
take his spot in the first place — it is over.

PLAINFIELD, N.J., ISN’T the
blggest town in the country, with a
pupulauon of around 47,000. But it
is only 18 miles from Newark, put-
ting it at least in the shadow of a
large city.

And that was big enough and
close enough for Joe and Theresa
.Williams to \Tant Mike to move to

Sanford and live with his grand-
mother, Leola.

So, on Oct. 12, Williams started
his first day at Southern Lee High
School. Before the final bell
sounded, he was introduced to
wrestling coach Mike Short.

“The first day he was here,
Coach (Cletus) Gore came to me

and said, ‘This kid’s a wrestler,”™
Short recalls. “I’ve been coaching
wrestling for 13 years, and I don’t
know how many times I’ve heard,
‘I’m a wrestler’, and it turns out to
be a whole lot of nothing.”

That was the first introduction.
The first impression came a bit lat-
er.

“I got him on the mat, and that’s
my way lo gauge just how good
somebody is,” Short says. “I'm a
lot biggerthan a lot of the guys, so
[ tend to ra‘ke it easier on the small-
er ones. | rgahzed real soon that I
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